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Community member connects remote 
community with valuable gift 

A disused concrete agitator from Boral in Whyalla was donated to the large Aboriginal community of 
Tjuntjuntjara last week. Pictured were Boral plant manager Geoff Cornell, Tjuntjuntjara community 
general manager Ian Baird and mechanic Ray Wookey, and Whyalla local Malcolm Flavel.

Boral and modest community member, Malcolm Flavel, have helped a remote 
Western Australian community with a valuable and useful donation.

A disused concrete agitator from Boral in Whyalla was transported to the large 
Aboriginal community of Tjuntjuntjara last week, about 700 kilometres east of 
Kalgoorlie.

4LikeLike

Page 1 of 4From one community to another | Whyalla News

4/12/2015http://www.whyallanewsonline.com.au/story/3513144/from-one-community-to-another/







The equipment worth about $30,000 was headed for the scrap heap when Mr Flavel 
intervened with a better idea.

“I knew they were throwing it away so I asked if they’d donate it,” he said.

The idea came to Mr Flavel after he had spent eight weeks in the remote community 
working as a relief coordinator.

When he returned to work at Boral, he quickly approached safety manager Tom 
Brown and plant manager Geoff Cornell with the idea and they were happy to help 
make the donation possible.

“It’s going to a good home – it’ll be used and appreciated,” Mr Cornell said.

Community general manager Ian Baird and mechanic Ray Wookey, who work in 
Tjuntjuntjara, made the long trip to Whyalla to pick up the concrete agitator last 
week.
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Max Cranes generously donated a crane and staff time to load the concrete agitator onto the 
delivery truck.

With help from Max Cranes, which generously donated one of its cranes and 
some team members, they were able to load the concrete agitator onto the delivery 
truck.

Mr Baird said Tjuntjuntjara was one of the most remote community’s in Australia with 
the nearest community located about 400 kilometres away.

He said the donation would provide meaningful jobs and a source of income within 
the community and would be a lot easier than the small concrete mixers they had 
been using.

“A very heartfelt thanks to Boral and Tom Brown, Geoff Cornell and Malcolm Flavel,” 
Mr Baird said.

The equipment will be used for infrastructure upgrading with no new housing 
programs taking place in the community for at least 10 years.
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Mr Baird said the agitator would allow the community to build pathways, verandahs, 
water tank stands and house slabs which will help them to build their own houses 
and start their own new housing projects.

On average about 10 people live in a three-bedroom house in Tjuntjuntjara.
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